Specimen Identification Template
As we begin collecting rocks and minerals, we must learn the properties that identify the specimen. The following table is a list of the more important categories.  I like to copy this table into a file specific to each specimen and fill in the data as best I can. I erase the (Common Name) and replace it with the actual name. Once all the cells are filled in, I also print this out and attach it to the specimen. This table has been immensely important to me in correctly identifying each specimen and more importantly helping me locate mistakes or assumptions. In the beginning you may not have any clue to most of the data, do your best and keep a record.

	(Common Name) 
	Data

	Rock Type
	

	Chemical Composition
	

	Crystaline Structure
	

	Color
	

	Hardness
	

	Luster
	

	Streak
	

	Possible Fossils
	

	Grain Size
	

	Fracture, Layers
	

	Fluorescence
	

	Transparency
	

	Magnetic
	

	Acid Reaction
	

	Specific Gravity
	

	Smell
	

	Taste
	

	
	



General Information about the specimen
You acquired a rock of interest.  If it is worth keeping, then document it. At first this will not have much value, but as time goes on this information will become increasingly valuable. Only a few years into my rockhounding adventure and I already am aware of the mistake I made in not recording this information.
	Serial Number
	

	Date Acquired
	

	Location
	

	Cost
	

	Condition
	

	Additional Notes

	

	
	

	
	



